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Research Communications

i

= N R Research :
Unhappy families: Nine out ten adults estranged from family & H -
find Christmas difficult o L/ P55 : 0 rIZO n S
[ 7% i ) Y

Pioneering research from the University of Cambgidge i

A new report looking at the experiences of people who are
estranged from family members and the challenges they face has
highlighted the particular difficulties associated with Christmas.
Canine transmissible venereal tumour: the contagious cancer that conquered the world Q »
Hidden Vc Family Estrangement in &€ Social media plays a
Adulthood €, a collaboration between the charity part because it’s a
Stand Alone ¢ and the Centre for Family Research at highlight reel of
the University of Cambridge, is the first in depth people’s family lives, U UNIVERSITY OF
piece of UK research on family estrangement. It with Facebook feeds TP CAMBRIDGE
examines the experiences of over 800 people who filled with pictures of
self-identify as being estranged from their whole families celebrating
family or a key family member, such as their together 1}]
mother, father, siblings or children.

Becca Bland, Chief Executive of Stand Alone, says:

“Family is a huge part of our individual and collective lives and an unconditionally
loving, supportive group of relations is idealised in society. Yet this is not always
attainable for those who are estranged from their family or a family member. I'm sure
this research will be challenaina to read. but I'm hopeful that as a society we have the
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General tips

* Who are writing for? Is your style appropriate?

« What do you want your reader to take away?

» Avoid clichés like the plague — and please no Holy Grails or paradigm shifts
* Avoid jargon and abbreviations

« Be careful with statistics

« Read around — see how others write

 Don’t meander or waffle




Avoid abbreviations

* The use of ARTs such as abacavir can prevent the STI HIV from
developing into AIDS.

« The use of antiretroviral therapies such as abacavir can prevent the
sexually-transmitted infection HIV from developing into AIDS.




“One route by which Ebola is thought to be transmitted to humans is
through the consumption of bush meats such as the fruit bat. Thus it is
Imperative that the public be informed of the risks associated with such
activities.”

“‘We believe that one way people can catch Ebola is by eating bush
meats such as the fruit bat. It’s essential that we inform the public of the
risks that this poses.”
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Don’t use jargon

» Cardiologists have identified a new allele associated with increased risk
of myocardial infarction in BME populations.

» Scientists have discovered a new gene linked to increased risk of heart
attack among people from Black and minority ethnic backgrounds.




What makes a story?

Brand new

« Topical

* Biggest, fastest, most expensive...
» Relevance to people’s lives

 Controversial

« Strong images

* Quirky

...Does it pass the ‘So What?’ test?
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What's the story?
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« What did you find?
« Why is this significant?
* Why are we telling this story now?

 Why would a friend down the pub be interested?
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* Who, what, when, why, where and how?

A chemical found in our breath could provide a flag to warn of dangerously-low blood
sugar levels in patients with type 1 diabetes, according to new research from the
University of Cambridge. The finding, published in the journal Diabetes Care, could
explain why some dogs can be trained to spot the warning signs in patients.

* Avoid hyperbole —is it really pioneering, groundbreaking or a
breakthrough?

http://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/zika-warnings-lead-to-significant-
Increase-in-demand-for-abortions-in-latin-america



http://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/zika-warnings-lead-to-significant-increase-in-demand-for-abortions-in-latin-america

Features

« Longer word count — but don’t meander or waffle
« Be creative — try different styles, vary the length of sentences
« Memorable opening and ending
« Use ‘colour’ to bring your story to life
 Human angle
» Description of equipment or environment
» Use humour only if it's appropriate
» Introduce different aspects or voices, but don’t cram in too much

 Interview people — do it in person
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Opinion and Comment pieces

* Have an opinion

» Will the reader disagree with you?

» Be topical and timely

« Are you saying something new?

« Keep to one or two points: reinforce and reinforce

 600-800 words




Blogging

» Can be more personal/conversational
* More likely to see “I”
 Include hyperlinks to other content (especially your own)

 Remember your audience — if you're not thinking about them, then just
keep a diary

 Unlimited word count — but doesn’t mean it has to be




Writing opportunities

« The Conversation ==

Star Spangled Geeks

To the dismay of government contractors, the United States

) H el pl ng Wlth preSS releases Digital Service is gloriously hacking away in the VA and the

Pentagon.

« Cardiovascular SRI or
departmental websites

THE CONVERSATION

* Own blog — but how will you
reach your audience?

Brexit shock has caused a sterling crash
of historic proportions — here’s just how
bad it is for the pound
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Communication resources

Working with the media

Communications

News Our team Our channels For staff For the media

Introduction
= What makes 3 story

= What is a press release?

= What happens next?

= Be an expert

= Tips for speaking to the media

= Animal research - should you speak out?
= Managing controversy

Communications

Our channels Latestn

Introduction
We use a range of media, social media

Bescaroh and mulsmteglf t?qnnels;o ftalk about Bejewelled backdrop to If you are gbout to publish an |ntergstlng resea.rch paper, have reached a SIinf!cant
our work at the University of coronations did siot costa ldnats milestone in your research, are looking to recruit volunteers for your study - or just
. . v o Cambhridae. inclidina nress release. ing

have an interesting story to tell - please let us know. We can advise on the best way
to tell your story, help prepare a press release and even offer media training where
appropriate.

www.cam.ac.uk/communications
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http://www.cam.ac.uk/communications
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